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When the Not-Yet Married Meet 

By: Marshall Segal 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/when-the-not-yet-married-
meet) 

Dating is dead. 

So says the media. Girls, stop expecting guys to make any formal 
attempt at winning your affections. Don’t sit around waiting for a boy 
to make you a priority, communicate his intentions, or even call you 
on the phone. Exclusivity and intentionality are ancient rituals, things 
of  the past, and misplaced hopes. 

I beg to differ. It’s not that this new line of  thinking is necessarily 
untrue today, or that it’s not the current and corrupt trend of  our 
culture. It’s wrong. One of  our most precious pursuits, that of  a 
lifelong partner for all of  life, is tragically being relegated to tweets, 
texts, and snaps, to ambiguous flirtation and fooling around. It’s 
wrong. 

Dating That Preserves Marriage 

There is a God. And this God created and rules his world, including 
men, women, the biological compulsions that bind them together, 
and the institution that declares their union and keeps it sacred and 
safe. Therefore, only he can prescribe the purpose, parameters, and 
means of  our marriages. 
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If  fullness of  life could be found in sexual stimulation, or if  it was 
just a matter of  making babies, the “forget formality and just have 
sex” approach might temporarily satisfy cravings and cause enough 
conception. But God had much more in mind with romance than 
orgasms or even procreation, and so should we. So must we. 

When people in the world are expecting less and less of  each other in 
dating, God isn’t. So, as singles we have to work harder in our not-
yet-married relationships to preserve what marriage ought to picture 
and provide. 

Mom, Where Do Weddings Come From? 

Nothing in my life and faith has been more confusing and spiritually 
hazardous than my pursuit of  marriage. From far too young, I longed 
for the affection, safety, and intimacy I anticipated with a wife. 

Sadly, my immature and unhealthy desires predictably did much more 
harm than good. I started dating too early. I stayed in relationships 
too long. I experimented too much with our hearts and allowed 
things to go too far. I said, “I love you” too soon. And now my 
singleness is a regular reminder that I messed up, missed 
opportunities, or did it wrong. 

Maybe dating has been hard for you too, for these reasons or others. 
Maybe Mr. (or Mrs.) Right has started to look like Mr. (or Mrs.) Myth. 
Maybe you’ve wanted the relationship or liked the guy or girl, and 
you’ve never had the chance. Maybe all the suggestions and advice 
you’ve collected have become a confusing mess of  good-intentioned 
contradictions and ambiguity. It’s enough to leave you like an eight-
year-old, asking, “Mom, where do weddings come from?” 

Expecting More from Marriage 

The vision of  marriage we see in God’s word — the beautiful, radical 
display of  God’s infinite, persevering love for sinners — makes it 
worth it to date, and date well. The world’s approach can provide fun 
and sex and children and eventually even some level of  commitment, 
but it cannot lead to the life-giving Jesus after whom our marriages 
are to take their cues. 
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Friends who enjoy sex with “no strings attached” will find pleasure, 
but not the peaks waiting on the other side of  mutual promises. The 
happiness of  marriage is not only or even mainly physical. With the 
sex, there ought to be a deep sense of  safety, a sense of  being loved 
and accepted for who you are, a desire to please without the need to 
impress. When God engineered the sexual bond between a man and a 
woman, he made something much more satisfying than the act itself. 

Those who recklessly give themselves to a love life of  dating without 
really dating, of  romantic rendezvouses without Christ and 
commitment, are settling. They’re settling for less than God intended 
and less than he made possible by sending his Son to rescue and 
repurpose our lives, including our love lives, for something more. 
More happiness. More security. More purpose. 

And the more is found in a mutual faith in, and following of, Jesus. 
With this “more,” we can say to the watching world, Don’t settle for 
artificial and thin loyalty, affection, security, and sexual 
experimentation when God intends and promises so much more 
through a Christian union. And a Christian union can only be found 
through Christian dating. 

If  Christian dating — the intentional, selfless, and prayerful process 
of  pursuing marriage — sounds like slavery, we don’t get it. If  low-
commitment sexual promiscuity sounds like freedom, we don’t get it. 
Jesus may ask more of  us, but he does so to secure and increase our 
greatest and longest-lasting (sexual) happiness. 

How Then Shall We Date? 

For those whose roads are marked more by mistakes than 
selflessness, patience, and sound judgment, take hope in the God 
who truly and mysteriously blesses your broken road and redeems 
you from it, and who can begin in you a new, pure, wise, godly 
pursuit of  marriage today. 

Here are (some) principles for your not-yet marriages. It’s not nearly a 
comprehensive or exhaustive list. They’re simply lessons I’ve learned 
and hope can be a blessing for you, your boyfriend or girlfriend, and 
your future spouse. 
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1. It really is as simple as they say. 

In a day when people are marrying later and later, and more and 
more are resorting to online matchmaking, we probably need to be 
reminded that marriage really is less about compatibility than 
commitment. After all, there has never been a less compatible 
relationship than a holy God and his sinful bride, and that’s the mold 
we’re aiming for in our marriages. 

There is a reason the Bible doesn’t have a book devoted to how to 
choose a spouse. It was not an oversight on the part of  the God of  
all history, as if  he couldn’t see into the twenty-first century. The 
qualifications are wonderfully clear and simple: (1) they must believe 
your God (2 Corinthians 6:14) and (2) they must be of  the opposite 
sex (Genesis 2:23–24; Matthew 19:4–6; Ephesians 5:22–32). 

Now undeniably there will be more involved in your discernment 
while dating. Apart from questions of  attraction and chemistry, which 
are not insignificant, the Bible articulates some roles for wives and 
husbands. A husband ought to protect and provide for his wife 
(Ephesians 5:25–29). A wife ought to help and submit to her man 
(Genesis 2:18; Ephesians 5:22–24). Fathers ought to lead their 
families in God’s word (Ephesians 6:4). Parents must love and raise 
their children in the faith (Deuteronomy 6:7). So, admittedly we are 
looking for more than an attractive person who “loves Jesus.” 

That said, many of  us need to be reminded that God’s perfect person 
for me isn’t all that perfect. Every person who marries is a sinner, so 
the search for a spouse isn’t a pursuit of  perfection, but a mutually 
flawed pursuit of  Jesus. It is a faith-filled attempt to become like him 
and make him known together. Regardless of  the believer you marry, 
you will likely find out soon that you do not feel as “compatible” as 
you once did, but hopefully you will marvel more at God’s love for 
you in Jesus and the amazing privilege it is to live out that love 
together, especially in light of  your differences. 

2. Know what makes a marriage worth having. 

In our worst moments, our objectives are small and misguided. We 
just don’t want to be alone on a Friday night anymore. We just want 
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to post almost-candid, artistically framed pictures with someone on a 
bridge somewhere. We want a guilt-free way to enjoy sex. We just 
want a guy or girl to tell us we’re attractive and funny and smart and 
good at our job. 

If  marriage only offered us these things, though, it really wouldn’t be 
worth it. Many will try to deny that, but the divorce statistics are 
enough to establish that marriage asks more of  you than most could 
have ever imagined on their wedding day. Most of  my married friends 
would say that what seems fun and pretty and unbreakable at the altar 
did not feel as clean or easy even days into their lives together. It’s still 
intensely good and beautiful, but it’s costly — too costly for small 
aims. 

Marriage is worth having because you get God in your lifelong 
commitment to one another. Marriage is about knowing God, 
worshiping God, depending on God, displaying God, being made like 
God. God made man and woman in his image and joined them 
together, giving them unique responsibilities to care for one another 
in their broken, but beautiful union. 

What makes marriage worth having is that you, your spouse, and 
those around you see more of  God and his love for us in Jesus. If  
you’re not experiencing that with your boyfriend, break up with him. 
If  that’s not our priority, we need to get a new game plan and 
probably a new scorecard for our next significant other. 

3. Look for clarity more than intimacy. 

The greatest danger of  dating is giving parts of  our hearts and lives 
to someone to whom we’re not married. It is a significant risk, and 
many, many men and women have deep and lasting wounds from 
relationships because a couple enjoyed emotional or physical 
closeness without a lasting, durable commitment. Cheap intimacy 
feels real for the moment, but you get what you pay for. 

While the great prize in marriage is Christ-centered intimacy, the great 
prize in dating is Christ-centered clarity. Intimacy is safest in the 
context of  marriage, and marriage is safest in the context of  clarity. 
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The purpose of  our dating is determining whether the two of  us 
should get married, so we should focus our effort there. 

In our pursuit of  clarity, we will undoubtedly develop intimacy, but 
we ought not do so too quickly or too naively. Let’s be intentional 
and outspoken to one another as Christians. Intimacy before 
marriage is dangerous, while clarity is unbelievably precious. 

4. Find a fiancé on the frontlines. 

This is a throwback to a previous post. The idea is to look for love in 
the right places. Focus on the harvest, and you’re bound to find a helper. 
Instead of  making it your mission to get married, make your mission 
God’s global cause and the advance of  the gospel where you are, and 
look for someone pursuing the same. If  you’re hoping to marry 
someone who passionately loves Jesus and makes him known, it’s 
probably best to put yourself  in a community of  people committed 
to that. 

This does not mean that we should serve because we might find love. 
God is not ultimately honored with that kind of  self-serving service. 
No, it simply means that if  we’re looking for a particular kind of  
person, there are good, safe, identifiable places where those kinds of  
people live and serve and worship together. Get involved in a 
community like that, serve each other, and look for God to open 
doors for dating. 

5. Don’t let your mind marry him before the rest of  
you can. 

While this may seem like it’s much more common among women, 
I’ve been single long enough around enough single guys to know it’s 
not exclusively a female problem. The trajectory of  all truly Christian 
romance ought to be marriage, so it should not surprise us that our 
dreams and expectations, our hearts, race out ahead of  everything 
else. 
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It simply isn’t that hard to imagine what your children would look like 
or where you would vacation together or how family holidays would 
work or what kind of  house you might buy. And just like sex, all 
these things could be really good and safe and beautiful, but in the 
context of  your covenant. Satan wants to subtly help you build 
marriage and family idols that are too fragile for your not-yet-married 
relationship. 

“He told me he loved me.” “She said she would never leave.” They’re 
the seemingly priceless sentences that don’t always cash. They’re 
often said with good intentions, but without the ring — and without 
a ring, the results can be devastating. Guard your heart and 
imagination from running out ahead of  your current commitment. 

6. Boundaries make for the best of  friends. 

The most oft-asked dating question among Christians might be 
“How far is too far before marriage?” The fact that we keep asking 
that question suggests we all agree we need to draw some lines and 
that the lines seem pretty blurry to most. If  you’re pursuing marriage 
and it’s going well, you’re going to experience temptation — a lot of  
temptation. 

Sexual sin may be the devil’s weapon of  choice in corrupting 
Christian relationships. If  you don’t acknowledge your enemy and 
engage him, you’ll find yourselves wondering how you lost so easily. 
Some of  our best friends in the battle will be the boundaries we set 
to keep us pure. 

While spontaneous plunges into intimacy look great in chick flicks 
and feel great in the moment, they breed shame, regret, and distrust. 
Let’s try talking about touching before touching. Trade some 
titillation for trust, surprise for clarity and confidence. Make decisions 
prayerfully and intentionally before diving in. 

Boundaries are necessary because on the road to marriage and its 
consummation, the appetite for intimacy only grows as you feed it. 
You are biologically built that way. Touching leads to more touching. 
Being alone together in certain situations will welcome fierce 
temptation. Even praying together or talking for hours upon hours 
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on the phone can create unhealthy overdoses of  intimacy with not-
yet spouses. 

If  we’re honest, we much more often like to err by wading into love 
too far rather than waiting too long to take the next step. You will be 
hard-pressed, though, to find a couple regretting the boundaries they 
made in dating, while you will very easily find those that wish they 
would have made more. As followers of  Christ, we really ought to be 
the most careful and vigilant. 

Boundaries protect, and boundaries provide the trenches of  trust-
building. As we establish some mutual boundaries, small and large, 
and commit to keeping them together, we develop depths and 
patterns of  trust that will serve our intimacy, covenant-keeping, and 
decision-making should God lead us to marry each other. 

7. Consistently include your community. 

Dating is a matter of  doing your best to discern a person’s ability to 
fulfill God’s vision and purpose for marriage with you. While you 
might be the one with the final say, you might not be the best person 
to assess at every point. Just as in every other area of  your Christian 
life, you need the body of  Christ as you think about whom to date, 
how to date, and when to wed. 

While it’s rarely quick or convenient, gaining the perspective of  
people who know you, love you, and have great hope for your future 
will always pay dividends. It may lead to hard conversations or deep 
disagreement, but it will force you to deal with things you did not or 
could not have seen on your own. You’ll find safety with an 
abundance of  counselors (Proverbs 11:14). 

Invite other people to look into your relationship. Spend time 
together with other people, couples and singles, who are willing to 
point out the good, the bad, and the ugly. 

8. Let all your dating be missionary dating. 

No, I am not encouraging you to date not-yet believing men or 
women. When I say missionary dating, I mean dating that displays 
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and promotes faith in Jesus and his good news, a dating that is in step 
with the gospel before the watching world. I want us to win disciples 
by dating radically — by confronting the world’s paradigms and 
pleasure-seeking with sacrifice, selflessness, and intentionality. 

Men and women in the world want many of  the same things you 
want: affection, commitment, conversation, stability, sex, and so on. 
Eventually, they will see that the ground under your lives and 
relationship is firmer than the flimsy flings they know. They’ll see 
something deeper, stronger, and more meaningful between you and 
your significant other. 

Do the people in each of  your lives know and love Jesus more 
because you’re together? Do they see God’s grace and truth working 
in you and your relationship as you walk through life together? Are 
the two of  you thinking proactively about how to bless your friends 
and family, and point them to Christ? More and more, as the world is 
watering down dating, your relationship can be a provocative picture 
of  your fidelity to Christ and a call to follow him. 

Pursuing Marriage the Right Way 

Is this dating perfectly safe? No. Will it keep you from being hurt or 
disappointed? No. Will it guarantee you never go through another 
breakup? No. But by God’s grace, it may guard us from deeper 
heartache and more devastating failure. My prayer is that these 
principles would prepare you to love your spouse in a way that more 
beautifully and dramatically displays the truth and power of  the 
gospel. 

If  you are like me, you may have blown it on multiple fronts already. 
Maybe you’re blowing it right now in a relationship. Be willing to 
make the hard decisions, large and small, to pursue marriage the right 
way today. Whether you’re ultimately married to one another or not 
(or married at all, for that matter), you will thank each other later. 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The Surpassing Goal: Marriage Lived for 
the Glory of God 

By: John Piper 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-surpassing-goal-marriage-
lived-for-the-glory-of-god) 

My topic for this chapter is "Marriage lived for the glory of  God." 
The decisive word in that topic is the word "for." "Marriage lived for 
the glory of  God." The topic is not: "The glory of  God for the living 
of  marriage." And not: "Marriage lived by the glory of  God." But: 
"Marriage lived for the glory of  God." 

This little word means that there is an order of  priority. There is an 
order of  ultimacy. And the order is plain: God is ultimate and 
marriage is not. God is the most important Reality; marriage is less 
important — far less important, infinitely less important. Marriage 
exists to magnify the truth and worth and beauty and greatness of  
God; God does not exist to magnify marriage. Until this order is 
vivid and valued — until it is seen and savored — marriage will not 
be experienced as a revelation of  God's glory but as a rival of  God's 
glory. 

Why Marriage Exists 

I take my topic, "Marriage lived for the glory of  God," to be an 
answer to the question: Why marriage? Why is there marriage? Why 
does marriage exist? Why do we live in marriages? This means that 
my topic is part of  a larger question: Why does anything exist? Why 
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do you exist? Why does sex exist? Why do earth and sun and moon 
and stars exist? Why do animals and plants and oceans and 
mountains and atoms and galaxies exist? The answer to all these 
questions, including the one about marriage is: All of  them exist to 
and for the glory of  God. 

That is, they exist to magnify the truth and worth and beauty and 
greatness of  God. Not the way a microscope magnifies, but the way a 
telescope magnifies. Microscopes magnify by making tiny things look 
bigger than they are. Telescopes magnify by making unimaginably big 
things look like what they really are. Microscopes move the 
appearance of  size away from reality. Telescopes move the 
appearance of  size toward reality. When I say that all things exist to 
magnify the truth and worth and beauty and greatness of  God, I 
mean that all things — and marriage in particular — exist to move 
the appearance of  God in people's minds toward Reality. 

God is unimaginably great and infinitely valuable and unsurpassed in 
beauty. "Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his 
greatness is unsearchable" (Psalm 145:3, ESV). Everything that exists 
is meant to magnify that Reality. God cries out through the prophet 
Isaiah (43:6–7, ESV), "Bring my sons from afar and my daughters 
from the end of  the earth, everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory" (emphasis added). We have been created 
to display the glory of  God. Paul concludes the first eleven chapters 
of  his great letter to the Romans with the exaltation of  God as the 
source and end of  all things: "For from him and through him and to 
him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen" (11:36, ESV, 
emphasis added). He makes it even clearer in Colossians 1:16, where 
he says, "By [Christ] all things were created, in heaven and on earth . . 
. all things were created through him and for him" (emphasis added). 

What It Means to Be Made For God 

And woe to us if  we think that "for him" means "for his need," or 
"for his benefit," or "for his improvement." Paul made it crystal clear 
in Acts 17:25 that God is not "served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself  gives to all mankind life and breath 
and everything" (ESV). No, the term "for his glory" and "for him" 
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means, "for the display of  his glory," or "for the showing of  his 
glory," or "for the magnifying of  his glory." 

We need to let this sink in. Once there was God, and only God. The 
universe is his creation. It is not coeternal with God. It is not God. 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. . . . All things were made through him" (John 1:1, 
3, ESV). All things. All that is not God was made by God. So once 
there was only God. Therefore God is absolute Reality. We are not. 
The universe is not. Marriage is not. We are derivative. The universe 
is of  secondary importance, not primary. The human race is not the 
ultimate reality, nor the ultimate value, nor the ultimate measuring rod 
of  what is good or what is true or what is beautiful. God is. God is 
the one ultimate absolute in existence. Everything else is from him 
and through him and for him. 

That is the starting place for understanding marriage. If  we get this 
wrong, everything goes wrong. And if  we get it right — really right, 
in our heads and in our hearts — then marriage will be transformed 
by it. Marriage will become what it was created by God to be — a 
display of  the truth and worth and beauty and greatness of  God. 

Preach God for the Sake of  Marriage 

This leads to a very simple conclusion — so simple and yet so far 
reaching. If  we want to see marriage have the place in the world and 
in the church that it is supposed to have — that is, if  we want 
marriage to glorify the truth and worth and beauty and greatness of  
God — we must teach and preach less about marriage and more 
about God. 

Most young people today do not bring to their courtship and 
marriage a great vision of  God — who he is, what he is like, how he 
acts. In the world there is almost no vision of  God. He is not even 
on the list to be invited. He is simply and breathtakingly omitted. 
And in the church the view of  God that young couples bring to their 
relationship is so small instead of  huge, and so marginal instead of  
central, and so vague instead of  clear, and so impotent instead of  all-
determining, and so uninspiring instead of  ravishing, that when they 
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marry, the thought of  living marriage to the glory of  God is without 
meaning and without content. 

What We Mean By the Glory of  God 

What would the "glory of  God" mean to a young wife or husband 
who gives almost no time and no thought to knowing the glory of  
God, or the glory of  Jesus Christ, His divine Son . . . 

▪ the glory of  his eternality that makes the mind want to explode 
with the infinite thought that God never had a beginning, but 
simply always was; 

▪ the glory of  his knowledge that makes the Library of  Congress 
look like a matchbox and quantum physics like a first grade 
reader; 

▪ the glory of  his wisdom that has never been and can never be 
counseled by men; 

▪ the glory of  his authority over heaven and earth and hell, 
without whose permission no man and no demon can move 
one inch; 

▪ the glory of  his providence without which not one bird falls to 
the ground or a single hair turns gray; 

▪ the glory of  his word that upholds the universe and keeps all 
the atoms and molecules together; 

▪ the glory of  his power to walk on water, cleanse lepers, heal 
the lame, open the eyes of  the blind, cause the deaf  to hear, 
still storms with a word, and raise the dead; 

▪ the glory of  his purity never to sin, or to have a two-second 
bad attitude or evil thought; 

▪ the glory of  his trustworthiness never to break His word or let 
one promise fall to the ground; 
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▪ the glory of  his justice to render all moral accounts in the 
universe settled either on the cross or in hell; 

▪ the glory of  his patience to endure our dullness for decade 
after decade; 

▪ the glory of  his sovereign, slave-like obedience to embrace the 
excruciating pain of  the cross willingly; 

▪ the glory of  his wrath that will one day cause people to call 
out for the rocks and the mountains to fall on them; 

▪ the glory of  his grace that justifies the ungodly; and 

▪ the glory of  his love that dies for us even while we were 
sinners. 

How are people going to live their lives so that their marriages display 
the truth and worth and beauty and greatness of  this glory, when 
they devote almost no energy or time to knowing and cherishing this 
glory? 

The Mission of  My Life and Church 

Perhaps you can see why over the last twenty years of  pastoral 
ministry I have come to see my life-mission and the mission of  our 
church in some very basic terms: namely, I exist — we exist — to 
spread a passion for the supremacy of  God in all things for the joy 
of  all peoples. That's our assessment of  the need. Until there is a 
passion for the supremacy and the glory of  God in the hearts of  
married people, marriage will not be lived for the glory of  God. 

And there will not be a passion for the supremacy and the glory of  
God in the hearts of  married people until God himself, in his 
manifold glories, is known. And he will not be known in his manifold 
glories until pastors and teachers speak of  him tirelessly and 
constantly and deeply and biblically and faithfully and distinctly and 
thoroughly and passionately. Marriage lived for the glory of  God will 
be the fruit of  churches permeated with the glory of  God. 
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So I say again, if  we want marriage to glorify the truth and worth and 
beauty and greatness of  God, we must teach and preach less about 
marriage and more about God. Not that we preach too much on 
marriage, but that we preach too little on God. God is simply not 
magnificently central in the lives of  most of  our people. He is not the 
sun around which all the planets of  our daily lives are held in orbit 
and find their proper, God-appointed place. He is more like the 
moon, which waxes and wanes, and you can go for nights and never 
think about Him. 

For most of  our people, God is marginal and a hundred good things 
usurp his place. To think that their marriages could be lived for his 
glory by teaching on the dynamics of  relationships, when the glory 
of  God is so peripheral, is like expecting the human eye to glorify the 
stars when we don't stare at the night sky and have never bought a 
telescope. 

How to Live to the Glory of  God In Marriage 

So knowing God and cherishing God and valuing the glory of  God 
above all things, including your spouse, is the key to living marriage 
to the glory of  God. It's true in marriage, as in every other 
relationship: God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied 
in him. 

Here is a key that unlocks a thousand doors. Superior satisfaction in 
God above all earthly things, including your spouse and your health 
and your own life (Psalm 63:3, ESV, "your steadfast love is better 
than life") is the source of  great long-suffering without which 
husbands cannot love like Christ, and wives cannot follow like the 
bride of  Christ, the church. Ephesians 5:22–25 makes plain that 
husbands take their cues of  leadership and love from Christ, and 
wives take their cues of  submission and love from the devotion of  
the church for whom he died. And both of  those complementary 
acts of  love — to lead, and to submit — are unsustainable for the 
glory of  God without a superior satisfaction in all that God is for us 
in Christ. 

Two Ways God Shines His Glory Through Marriage 
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Let me say it another way. There are two levels at which the glory of  
God may shine forth from a Christian marriage: 

One is at the structural level when both spouses fulfill the roles God 
intended for them — the man as leader like Christ, the wife as 
advocate and follower of  that leadership. When those roles are lived 
out, the glory of  God's love and wisdom in Christ is displayed to the 
world. 

But there is another deeper, more foundational level where the glory 
of  God must shine if  these roles are to be sustained as God 
designed. The power and impulse to carry through the self-denial and 
daily, monthly, yearly dying that will be required in loving an 
imperfect wife and loving an imperfect husband must come from a 
hope-giving, soul-sustaining, superior satisfaction in God. I don't 
think that our love for our wives or theirs for us will glorify God until 
it flows from a heart that delights in God more than marriage. 

Marriage will be preserved for the glory of  God and shaped for the 
glory of  God when the glory of  God is more precious to us than 
marriage. When we can say with the apostle Paul (in Philippians 3:8), 
"I count all things to be loss in view of  the surpassing value of  
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord" (NASB) — when we can say that 
about marriage — about our husband or wife — then that marriage 
will be lived to the glory of  God. 

I close by trying to say this one more way, namely, with a poem that I 
wrote for my son on his wedding day. 

Love Her More and Love Her Less 

For Karsten Luke Piper  
At His Wedding to 
Rochelle Ann Orvis 

May 29, 1995 

The God whom we have loved, and in  
Whom we have lived, and who has been  
Our Rock these twenty-two good years 

With you, now bids us, with sweet tears, 

 18

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%203.8


To let you go: "A man shall leave 
His father and his mother, cleave 
Henceforth unto his wife, and be 
One unashaméd flesh and free." 
This is the word of  God today, 

And we are happy to obey. 
For God has given you a bride 

Who answers every prayer we've cried  
For over twenty years, our claim  

For you, before we knew her name. 

And now you ask that I should write 
A poem—a risky thing, in light  

Of  what you know: that I am more 
The preacher than the poet or  
The artist. I am honored by  
Your bravery, and I comply. 

I do not grudge these sweet confines 
Of  rhyming pairs and metered lines. 

They are old friends. They like it when  
I bid them help me once again 
To gather feelings into form  

And keep them durable and warm. 

And so we met in recent days, 
And made the flood of  love and praise 

And counsel from a father's heart  
To flow within the banks of  art. 
Here is a portion of  the stream, 

My son: a sermon poem. Its theme: 
A double rule of  love that shocks; 

A doctrine in a paradox: 

If  you now aim your wife to bless, 
Then love her more and love her less. 

If  in the coming years, by some 
Strange providence of  God, you come 

To have the riches of  this age, 
And, painless, stride across the stage 

 19



Beside your wife, be sure in health 
To love her, love her more than wealth. 

And if  your life is woven in  
A hundred friendships, and you spin  

A festal fabric out of  all 
Your sweet affections, great and small, 

Be sure, no matter how it rends, 
To love her, love her more than friends. 

And if  there comes a point when you  
Are tired, and pity whispers, "Do  
Yourself  a favor. Come, be free;  

Embrace the comforts here with me." 
Know this! Your wife surpasses these: 
So love her, love her more than ease. 

And when your marriage bed is pure, 
And there is not the slightest lure 

Of  lust for any but your wife,  
And all is ecstasy in life, 

A secret all of  this protects: 
Go love her, love her more than sex. 

And if  your taste becomes refined, 
And you are moved by what the mind  
Of  man can make, and dazzled by  
His craft, remember that the "why" 
Of  all this work is in the heart; 

So love her, love her more than art. 

And if  your own should someday be 
The craft that critics all agree 
Is worthy of  a great esteem, 

And sales exceed your wildest dream, 
Beware the dangers of  a name. 

And love her, love her more than fame. 

And if, to your surprise, not mine,  
God calls you by some strange design  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To risk your life for some great cause,  
Let neither fear nor love give pause, 

And when you face the gate of  death, 
Then love her, love her more than breath. 

Yes, love her, love her, more than life;  
Oh, love the woman called your wife. 

Go love her as your earthly best. 
Beyond this venture not. But, lest  
Your love become a fool's facade, 
Be sure to love her less than God. 

It is not wise or kind to call 
An idol by sweet names, and fall, 

As in humility, before 
A likeness of  your God. Adore 
Above your best beloved on earth 

The God alone who gives her worth. 
And she will know in second place 
That your great love is also grace, 
And that your high affections now  

Are flowing freely from a vow  
Beneath these promises, first made 
To you by God. Nor will they fade 

For being rooted by the stream 

Of  Heaven's Joy, which you esteem  
And cherish more than breath and life, 

That you may give it to your wife. 

The greatest gift you give your wife 
Is loving God above her life. 

And thus I bid you now to bless: 
Go love her more by loving less 
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Good Lovemaking Is About God 

By: Garrett Kell 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/good-lovemaking-is-about-
god) 

Years ago a friend named John met with a group of  young men. He 
was the only married man at the time, and the rest were dabbling with 
pornography. In a moment of  brutal honesty, one of  them said to 
John, “I just don’t understand how you can have sex with the same 
woman all the time. That seems boring.” 

Without hesitation, John said with a straight face, “I don’t have sex 
with the same woman all the time.” 

Their silent stares begged for explanation.  

John explained that his wife was not the same woman he married. 
She was always growing and changing as a woman, and he was 
always growing and changing as a man. They were not the same 
people they were when they got married, and neither was their sexual 
intimacy. Like a fine wine, they and their intimacy had matured over 
time. Sex was not always filled with flames of  passion — but that’s 
not all sex is intended to be.  

Sex Strengthens with Time 

God created sex to be a bond between a husband and wife 
that strengthens over time. Married couples make love on their 
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honeymoon and after a miscarriage. They make love to conceive 
children and after they bury them. They make love when bodies are 
healthy and during battles against cancer. As a husband and wife 
pursue each other through intimate service, sacrifice, and struggle, 
God blesses them in a way the world can never know.  

John explained to his friends that by continually neglecting God’s 
good design for sex, they were settling for flashes of  sinful passion 
instead of  the valuable white-hot coals of enduring intimacy. God 
designed sex to be best enjoyed when it is based on something other 
than appearance or performance. He bases it on committed love that 
reflects the unending love he has for all those who trust in Christ. 

The world portrays pleasure as flash-in-the-pan passion that moves 
from lover to lover and fantasy to fantasy. But does this sort of  
pleasure really fulfill? Or does it actually deepen our discontentment? 
Who clicks on one pornographic picture and stops, satisfied? Who 
fantasizes for a few seconds and stops, satisfied? The offering of  
worldly pleasure can’t satisfy a heart that was created for a deeper, 
lasting pleasure.  

Sin provides the sort of  pleasure a parched man feels when he sees a 
mirage of  water. He feels a thrill of  hope, yet in the end 
disappointment only amplifies the emptiness. 

Pursuit of Pleasure 

But God has designed sex to be different for a husband and wife. In 
Proverbs 5:18–19, Solomon tells his sons, 

Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of  your youth, a 
lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times with 
delight; be intoxicated always in her love. 

God uses vivid imagery to communicate that he intends husbands 
and wives to deeply enjoy intimacy with each other. Sex is a good gift 
from a good God who delights in our joy. 

That doesn’t mean sex is always enjoyable or easy for married 
couples. Because marriage is the union of  an ever-changing and ever-
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growing pair of  fallen people, we can expect that sexual intimacy to 
have both sweet and sour days and seasons. That is part of  God’s 
wise design.  

He has called a man and a woman to be committed to each other and 
to make love with each other during every season of  life. Lovemaking 
on a honeymoon may be wonderful or awful. Intimate times are 
shared when buying a new house or burying a parent. It is pursued 
when God gives conception, and when he withholds it. 

God Is Better Than Sex 

God ordains lovemaking for couples when we are richer or poorer, in 
sickness and in health, when life is better or worse — until death do 
us part — because it reflects his enduring love for us. 

We discover a depth of  pleasure when we laugh and cry and pray and 
trust and weep and mourn and hope together. Lovemaking is more 
than just erotic pleasure; it is a soul-knitting intimacy that deepens 
with time. God designed this soul-level intimacy to reflect the deep, 
intimate, committed, faithful, servant-hearted commitment between 
Jesus and his bride, the church. 

The goal of  sex isn’t ultimately just enjoying your spouse, but it is 
enjoying God as the giver of  good gifts. God is better than the best 
sex. We know this because for all of  eternity we will live in a 
new heaven and new earth better than this one, a world in which we 
will not experience marriage or sex as we do now, but we will have a 
better and lasting pleasure with God (Matthew 22:30; Psalm 16; 
Isaiah 51:11; Revelation 21–22).  

To the Married 

1. Trust God when intimacy is absent. 

At times, sexual intimacy may seem stagnant or nonexistent. Do not 
give up. Pray together. Press past the awkwardness and pain. Confess 
bitterness. Plead for God to help you. 

 24

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2022.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2051.11


Please do not hear me saying that if  you just trust God and obey him, 
all your sexual struggles will vanish. That is not true. What I am 
saying is that true pleasure comes from receiving what God has given 
us by faith, and trusting that he is good, and intends it for our good 
(Psalm 119:68). 

True pleasure is not found finally in having an amazing sex life, but in 
an amazing God. Bring your sexual satisfaction and 
sexual dysfunction to Jesus, because that is the ultimate goal of  it all: 
to bring you closer to him. 

2. Communication makes intimacy more intimate. 

Simply making love in days of  joy and sorrow won’t bring you closer 
to your spouse. Intimacy is cultivated through communication. Have 
regular conversations about how things are going in this area and 
how you can serve each other better. Talking honestly and listening to 
each other about intimate issues is part of  God’s plan to draw 
you closer together. 

3. Contentment in sex comes from delighting in God. 

You can have the best spouse on the planet and enjoy the most 
fulfilling sex life imaginable, and still this fact remains: if  our hearts are 
not satisfied in God, they will never be satisfied. Spouses can be wonderful 
helpers, but they are sorry saviors. The best way to have a blessed sex 
life is to delight in the God who gives the gift. Jesus is always better 
than any gift he gives you, including sex in marriage. 

To the Unmarried 

1. Don’t buy counterfeit pleasures. 

Satan will provide many opportunities to satisfy your sexual 
frustration. But the fleeting flames of  pornography or empty flings 
of  premarital sex only end up stealing the very pleasure you are 
looking for. I realize it feels crazy to resist, especially when no end is 
in sight, but God promises to help you. By clinging to him in the 
battle, you will find the true joy that sexual sin can never provide. 
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2. Protect your future marriage. 

Marriage is tough enough as it is. But if  you fill your heart with 
sexual images and experiences, you set yourself  and your future 
spouse up for unnecessary added difficulty. If  God gives you a 
spouse, that person will be what you really need. Filling your heart 
with unrealistic or unfair expectations can end up hindering the 
intimacy God has for you in the future. 

3. Find contentment in God today. 

Remember that your fulfillment as a person is not dependent on 
being sexually or romantically fulfilled. Jesus was never married, 
never romantically involved, and never had sex. Yet Jesus was the 
most fully human and complete person who has ever lived. 

Now you might think, Yeah, thanks, but I’m not Jesus. I get it. But please 
hear this: sexual pleasure will never ultimately satisfy you. A wonderful 
spouse will never fulfill you. Neither sex nor spouse can do what only 
God can. Seek to be satisfied in him, and if  God gives you a spouse, 
you’ll be free to enjoy him or her all the more. 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Pursue Complementarity,  
Not Compatibility 

By: Owen Strachan 
(https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/pursue-
complementarity-not-compatibility/) 

Compatibility. 

Has any concept done more to hinder the development of  love? We 
hear that once we discover our perfect physical and emotional match, 
we’ll taste ceaseless fulfillment, experience sizzling romance, and 
meet one another’s deepest needs. A world of  bliss. 

Compatibility. 

Actually, this approach is fraught with pressure and flawed from the 
start. Tim and Kathy Keller said it well in The Meaning of  Marriage: 
“Physical attractiveness will wane, no matter how hard you work to 
delay its departure. And socioeconomic status unfortunately can 
change almost overnight.” In such relationships, cracks will show, and 
soon the “compatibility foundation” falls apart. So people rip up 
their marriages and start over again, believing they married a person 
they weren’t compatible with. 

How tragic! The real issue before every couple is this: none of  us 
is compatible. We’re sinners. That’s why we need something much 
better and sturdier as the ground of  our marriages. 
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We need complementarity, not compatibility. 

Complementary Love 

We’re all confused today. Our sexualized culture has lost a script for 
love, leaving only consent and an eCard in its wake. In such a 
vacuum, compatibility seems promising as an organizing principle for 
wedded union. The biblical perspective, however, says the taproot of  
a happy, healthy marriage is gospel-shaped manhood and 
womanhood. Life in marriage simply doesn’t make sense without this 
vision. 

Scripture shows us God creates the woman for the man after forming 
him from the ground (Gen. 2:7, 18). Eve is made from Adam’s own 
body, indicating both his call to protect her and a connectedness that 
transcends biology (Gen. 2:21–22). She’s his “helper,” and he’s to 
“hold fast” to her, which means he’s to lead in love and never let her 
go (Gen. 2:18, 24). Paul fills out this picture in Ephesians 5:22–33, 
the Bible’s preeminent passage on what marriage is and should be. By 
grace, a husband is to love his wife as Christ loves the church. By 
grace, a wife is to submit to her husband as the church submits to 
Christ. 

Beyond Ephesians 5, Scripture demonstrates that the wife seeks to 
cultivate what Peter calls a “gentle and quiet spirit” while the 
husband lives with her in an understanding, self-sacrificial, tender way 
(1 Pet. 3:4, 7). If  God wills, they raise children. They work together 
to build a happy home in Christ, and he spiritually leads his family, 
managing it well (1 Tim. 3:4). 

Of  course, the couple shares much in their marriage. They must 
extend forgiveness, stir one another to godliness, and mourn together 
when loved ones die. In these and other ways, they care for each 
other as every believer should. But their marriage is no gender-
neutral laboratory. He’s a man; she’s a woman. As Gavin Peacock and 
I share in our new book, The Grand Design, God has given us a script 
for sex and love, one that’s true and good. We don’t know everything 
about the shape our lives are to take if  we marry, but we know a lot. 

No One Is Compatible  
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As stated above, no one’s compatible. Why? Because both spouses 
are sinners, and sin shreds even the most promising union. 
Compatibility might exist on paper, but as soon as two sinners start 
living together, it won’t in practice. Your average Hollywood couple 
looks so happy on paper—everything seems to match up. It’s a fairy 
tale! But then tensions creep in. Booming bank accounts and sexual 
attraction are great, but they won’t solve even the smallest issues that 
develop when two fallen humans unite in matrimony. Not even close. 

Sexual differences matter, too. Modes of  problem-solving, emotional 
expression, intuitional differences—all these and more often play into 
the strange alchemy that is the man-woman pairing. Though we all 
face challenges, there’s glory in the Spirit-empowered outworking of  
a complementary marriage. When the man feels like pulling away, he 
must remember it’s God’s will for him to cling to his wife. Headship 
in Scripture means leadership, and one of  the most crucial aspects of  
godly leadership is repentance grounded in humility. Instead of  
sulking, he fights for his marriage, confesses his sin, and leads in 
reconciliation. 

How unlike the world’s conception of  manhood this is. 

When the woman feels like lashing out or undermining her husband, 
she recalls that she puts the gospel on display when she chooses 
instead to honor him. Being a wife in Scripture means living—in big 
and small ways—for him, and ultimately for Christ. This is a glorious 
role, not a cursed one (see 1 Cor. 11:9). His leadership isn’t perfect, 
but she welcomes it. She strives to live out the family vision, and to 
bless her home and kids. Her work is vital. The helper, after all, fills a 
role the leader cannot. 

How unlike the world’s conception of  womanhood this is. 

Where It’s All Headed  

Such God-honoring complementarity best explains the beauty of  a 
wedding. The bride walks down the aisle, and the man blinks back 
tears at God’s grace to him. It’s Genesis 2 all over again. But now the 
couple needs Ephesians 5—lived out by divine aid—to be truly 
happy. And beyond this, they and every member of  Christ’s church 
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need Revelation 21. Whether single or married, we’re all called to live 
as a man or a woman for God’s glory. Weddings are terrific, but they 
speak of  a greater consummation—when all the bride of  Christ 
comes home. 

We must remember the future in tough moments: when the baby 
wakes up for the third time at night; when communication breaks 
down; when opinions strongly differ. We need a strong, self-sacrificial 
Jesus and his loving, submissive bride emblazoned on our minds. 
This is what we’re working toward, day after day, until we’re old and 
gray and the anniversary cake holds decades worth of  candles. 

Compatibility is great if  you can get it, as Matt Chandler has said 
well. Good communication, specific care for one another, trying 
activities your spouse enjoys—such practices will help couples bond. 
We pray to grow together, not to grow apart, over the years. But 
ultimately, it’s not compatibility that will sustain and strengthen our 
marriages. It’s complementarity—anchored in Scripture, displayed 
most happily in Spirit-powered marriages, and fulfilled in the love of  
Christ and his bride. 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Single, Satisfied, and Sent:  
Mission for the Not-Yet-Married 

By: Marshall Segal 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/single-satisfied-and-sent) 

If  you’re single, Satan is after you. 

Okay, he’s after all of  us, but there are some unique dangers in 
singleness — especially in unwanted singleness. He loves to deceive 
and discourage single people in the church and derail our devotion 
and ministry. But God intends to use you, your faith, your time, and 
your singleness in radical ways right now, as you are. 

You might come away from a reading of  1 Corinthians 7 with two 
categories in mind: those who will live, serve, and die single and those 
who must marry. Paul sings singleness’s praises, listing the spiritual 
benefits of  being spouse-free. The single life can be (relatively) free 
from relational anxieties (1 Corinthians 7:32) and worldly distractions 
(1 Corinthians 7:33), and wide open for worship, devotion, and 
ministry (1 Corinthians 7:35). So, Paul concludes, skip the ceremony, 
literally, and enjoy “your undivided devotion to the Lord.” 

Most say, “More power to you, Paul . . . but I’m getting married.” 
Maybe temptation overwhelms you, and you need a God-honoring 
way to satisfy that longing (1 Corinthians 7:2). Maybe it’s abundantly 
clear that you need a helper to carry out God’s call on your life (or it’s 
abundantly clear to others that you do). Maybe you want to have kids 
and realized that you need help with that. Maybe you just have a 
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deep, undeniable desire for a loving, committed companion. In each 
case, it is good for you to get married. 

While it may seem like two categories at first, we soon discover in 
application that there are three: the single, the married, and the not-
yet-married. After all, as any single person knows, a desire for 
marriage does not a marriage make. My hope in reflecting on Paul’s 
words is to restore hope and ambition in the hearts of  the not-yet-
married and set them solidly on mission in their singleness. 

All Dressed Up and Everywhere to Go 

Perhaps the greatest temptation in singleness is to assume marriage 
will meet our unmet needs, solve our weaknesses, organize our lives, 
and unleash our gifts. Far from the solution, Paul makes marriage out 
to be a kind of  problematic Plan B of  Christian life and ministry. 
Marry if  you must, but be warned, following Jesus is not easier when 
you join yourself  to another sinner in a fallen world. 

While marriage may bring joy, help, and relief  in certain areas, it 
immediately multiplies your distractions because you’re intimately 
responsible for this other person, his or her needs, dreams, and 
growth. It’s a high calling and a good calling, but a demanding one 
that will keep you from all kinds of  other good things. 

Therefore, for the not-yet-married, our (temporary) singleness is a 
gift. It really is. If  God leads you to marriage, you may never again 
know a time like the one you’re in right now. A season of  singleness 
is not merely the minor leagues of  marriage. It has the potential to be 
a unique period of  undivided devotion to Christ and undistracted 
ministry to others. 

With the Spirit in you and the calendar clear, God has given you the 
means to make a lasting difference for his kingdom. You’re all 
dressed up, having “every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places” (Ephesians 1:3), with literally everywhere to go. 

With God’s help and leading, you have the freedom to invest yourself, 
your time, your resources, your youth, and your flexibility in 
relationships, ministries, and causes that can bear unbelievable fruit. 
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So, here are eight suggestions for making the most of  your not-yet-
married life. 

1. Avoid trading marital distractions for other 
distractions. 

Paul may have been right about our freedom from spousal concerns, 
but in an iPhone, iPad, iPod, whatever iWant world, single people 
never have trouble finding their share of  diversions. In fact, if  you’re 
like me, you crave diversion and tend to default there, whether it’s 
SportsCenter, Downton Abbey, working out, fancy eating, endless 
blogging and blog reading, surveying social media, or conquering the 
latest game. We might call it resting, but too often it looks, smells, 
and sounds a lot like we’re wasting our singleness. 

“Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of  
God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). Everything just mentioned can be done 
for God’s glory, and it all can be a dangerous distraction from it. If  
you deny the latter, you may need to put down the smartphone, 
controller, or treadmill. 

Look for ways Satan might be undermining your mission with short 
and simple pleasures. You may not need to eliminate it, but limit it 
and look for ways to welcome others into your life through it. Be 
creative and make disciples over college basketball, cooking, or Call 
of  Duty, rather than going AWOL from God’s mission because of  
them. 

2. Say “yes” to the spontaneous. 

It’s just a fact, marriage murders spontaneity — not entirely, but 
massively. If  you haven’t learned this yet, I doubt any of  your 
spontaneous friends are married. 

One of  your greatest spiritual gifts as a single person is your “yes.” 
Yes to a random phone conversation. Yes to coffee. Yes to help with 
the move. Yes to stepping in when someone’s sick. Yes to a late-night 
movie or the special event downtown. You have the unbelievable 
freedom to say “yes” when married people can’t even ask the 
question. When the spouse doesn’t exist, you can’t hurt them with 
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your selfless, impulsive decisions. Be willing to say “yes!” and bless 
others, even when you don’t always feel like it. 

3. Practice selflessness while you’re still alone. 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of  you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of  others.” 
Philippians 2:3–4 will only get harder in marriage, so practice now. 

Think of  a couple people or families for whom you could lay down 
your single life. No one is expecting you to care and provide for 
others right now — no one, that is, except for God. So, be mindful 
of  the needs of  others, especially those in the church, and consider 
contributing. It could be money or food or just time and energy. 
Maybe especially time and energy. Regardless of  your paycheck, you 
have been given much. Spend it wisely and liberally on the needs of  
others. 

Financially, you’re supporting just one person. Sure, save modestly for 
days when you’ll need more, but while you wait, look for ways to 
provide for others. While you’re not buying groceries for five, dinner 
for two, and endless diapers, budget to bless and develop attitudes 
and habits of  sacrifice for others. It will serve your future spouse 
immensely and make Jesus shine beautifully to those around you in 
the meantime. 

4. Do radical, time-consuming things for God. 

Just as you are free to say “yes” to more spontaneous things, you’re 
also able to say “yes” to things that require more of  you than a 
married person can afford. Dream bigger, more costly dreams. Start a 
daily prayer meeting or some regular outreach. Commit to multiple 
discipleship relationships. Organize a new Christ-centered 
community service project. Do all of  the above. You’d be surprised, 
with God’s Spirit in you and a resolve to spend your singleness well, 
how much you and your single friends are truly capable of, especially 
when you dream and work together. 
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Be radical, but not reckless. The idea is not to spread yourself  
dangerously thin, so make decisions prayerfully and in community 
with people who love you and can tell you, “No.” My perception, 
however, is that most not-yet-married believers can afford to give or 
do more than they are. 

5. Spend time with married people. 

The longer you’re not-yet-married, the more time you have to learn 
about marriage from other people’s successes and failures. While you 
can’t avoid your own set of  marital missteps and sins, you certainly 
can increase the odds of  successes, small and large, by being a good 
student beforehand. 

Look for opportunities to be a regular part of  a married person’s life 
and family. If  you’re not around enough to see any ugliness or 
messiness, perhaps you’re not around enough. Don’t impose on 
people, but don’t be afraid to initiate the conversation, either. It could 
be as simple as having lunch with them after church on Sundays. 
Make it easy for them to say “yes” by being a willing and eager 
servant. Offer to babysit on date night or help with yard work or 
bring a meal when one of  the kids goes down sick. 

Then be a student. Watch carefully. Ask questions. Take notes on 
what to imitate. In all your observations, be humble and gracious (if  
you could see your future marriage, this would be less of  an issue). 
As our minds and hearts are being shaped by Scripture for marriage, 
we need examples of  flawed but faithful marriages. These kinds of  
ongoing relationships make the principles and lessons real and 
repeatable. 

6. Spend time with not-yet-married people. 

While married people provide an important perspective and example, 
you need people in your life who are experiencing the same feelings, 
longings, and temptations you are. You should find and invest in 
people who are asking the same questions as you and also seeking to 
make the most of  this unique season of  singleness for Jesus’s sake. 
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Think about it: though he was never married, Paul did most of  his 
ministry with someone. Find the trusted, gifted, and mission-minded 
friends in your life and be accountable to one another to make your 
not-yet-married life matter for the kingdom. Following Christ was 
never meant to be done alone, even when you’re single. 

7. Find a fiancé on the front lines. 

Instead of  making it your mission to get married, make your mission 
God’s global cause and the advance of  the gospel where you are, and 
look for someone pursuing the same. If  you’re hoping to marry 
someone who passionately loves Jesus and makes him known, it’s 
probably best to put yourself  in a community of  people committed 
to that. 

Join a small group, not just a group of  single Christians, but one 
actively on mission together. Get plugged into a ministry in your 
church that’s engaging the lost in the local community. Focus on the 
harvest, and you’re bound to find a helper. 

8. While you wait, hope in Jesus more than marriage. 

Make it true first. Spend lots of  time satisfying your soul in all that 
God has become for you in Jesus. Then be bold to say it when all 
anyone wants to talk about is your love life. “So, any women in your 
life these days?” “Are the two of  you an item?” “She’s a really great 
girl. What do you think about her?” “Would you be willing to go on a 
date with my wife’s cousin’s roommate’s brother?” Married people 
have lines, too. 

Use the awkward small talk as an opportunity to point them to the 
Groom who purchased your eternal happiness, whether in life or in 
death, in sickness or in health, whether in matrimony or “on the 
market.” 

So, when you feel lonely or discouraged in your singleness, remember 
that if  you’re saved, you’re sent. Instead of  waiting until your 
wedding day to get about the work, make the most of  this not-yet-
married life. 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Questions to Ask When Preparing 
for Marriage 

By: John Piper 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/single-satisfied-and-sent) 

In each of  these sections one item could be added that I have not 
listed, namely, How do you handle and live with differences? How do 
you decide what can remain differences without jeopardizing the 
relationship? So as you deal with each subheading, include that in the 
discussion. 

Theology 
▪ What do you believe about . . . everything? 
▪ Perhaps read through the Desiring God Affirmation of  Faith 

to see what you each believe about various biblical doctrines. 
▪ Discover how you form your views. What is the reasoning-

believing process? How do you handle the Bible? 

Worship and Devotion 
▪ How important is corporate worship? Other participation in 

church life? 
▪ How important is it to be part of  a small accountability/

support group? 
▪ What is the importance of  music in life and worship? 
▪ What are your daily personal devotional practices? (Prayer, 

reading, meditation, memorization) 
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▪ What would our family devotions look like? Who leads out in 
this? 

▪ Are we doing this now in an appropriate way: praying 
together about our lives and future, reading the Bible 
together? 

Husband and Wife 
▪ What is the meaning of  headship and submission in the Bible 

and in our marriage? 
▪ What are expectations about situations where one of  us 

might be alone with someone of  the opposite sex? 
▪ How are tasks shared in the home: cleaning, cooking, washing 

dishes, yard work, car upkeep, repairs, shopping for food, and 
household stuff? 

▪ What are the expectations for togetherness? 
▪ What is an ideal non-special evening? 
▪ How do you understand who initiates sex and how often? 
▪ Who does the checkbook — or are there two? 

Children 
▪ Should we have children? If  so, when? Why? 
▪ How many? 
▪ How far apart? 
▪ Would we consider adoption? 
▪ What are the standards of  behavior? 
▪ What are the appropriate ways to discipline them? How many 

strikes before they’re . . . whatever? 
▪ What are the expectations of  time spent with them and when 

they go to bed? 
▪ What signs of  affection will you show them? 
▪ What about school? Home school? Christian school? Public 

school? 

Lifestyle 
▪ Own a home or not? Why? 
▪ What kind of  neighborhood? Why? 
▪ How many cars? New? Used? 
▪ View of  money in general. How much to the church? 
▪ How do you make money decisions? 
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▪ Where will you buy clothes: Department store? Thrift store? 
In between? Why? 

Entertainment 
▪ How much money should we spend on entertainment? 
▪ How often should we eat out? Where? 
▪ What kind of  vacations are appropriate and helpful for us? 
▪ How many toys? Snowmobile, boat, cabin? 
▪ Should we have a television? Where? What is fitting to watch? 

How much? 
▪ What are the criteria for movies and theater? What will our 

guidelines be for the kids? 

Conflict 
▪ What makes you angry? 
▪ How do you handle your frustration or anger? 
▪ Who should bring up an issue that is bothersome? 
▪ What if  we disagree both about what should be done and 

whether it is serious? 
▪ Will we go to bed angry at each other? 
▪ What is our view of  getting help from friends or counselors? 

Work 
▪ Who is the main breadwinner? 
▪ Should the wife work outside the home? Before kids? With 

kids at home? After kids? 
▪ What are your views of  daycare for children? 
▪ What determines where we will locate? Job? Whose job? 

Church? Family? 

Friends 
▪ Is it good to do things with friends but without spouse? 
▪ What will we do if  one of  us really likes to hang out with so 

and so and the other doesn’t? 

Health and Sickness 
▪ Do you have, or have you had any, sicknesses or physical 

problems that could affect our relationship? (Allergies, cancer, 
eating disorders, venereal disease, etc.) 
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▪ Do you believe in divine healing, and how would prayer relate 
to medical attention? 

▪ How do you think about exercise and healthy eating? 
▪ Do you have any habits that adversely affect health? 
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Let the Dead Date the Dead:  
The Matches Satan Loves to Make 

By: Greg Morse 
(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/let-the-dead-date-the-dead) 

In The Globdrop Letters, a senior demon (Wormwood) corresponds with a junior 
demon to advise him in the evil art of  subtle deception. The series follows in the 
large footsteps of  C.S. Lewis in his classic work, The Screwtape Letters. 

My dear Globdrop, 

I am pleasantly surprised to see that you have recovered so quickly 
from your former negligence, and made up precious time you had 
lost. Just this afternoon, I was about to report your blunders when 
your letter happened upon my desk. Brilliant, nephew, just brilliant. I 
would say that I knew you had it in you, but as you know, we do our 
best not to lie to one another. Fortunate for you, I have decided to 
hold my report to see how you manage this recent progress. 

You write that your man has lately become friends with a girl who, on 
the face of  it, is “tenderhearted, funny,” and of  course, “not bad on 
the eyes.” His voice gives way in her presence. His palms cry. She 
makes him “smile until it hurts” and “challenges his intellect” like no 
female he has ever met. This is good. 

You report that he has even come so far as to think — independent 
of  your suggestions — that she really is just about perfect for him 
(minus that other small matter, of  course). He doesn’t admit it, but he 
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finds her exciting, refreshing, authentic. Against his better judgment, 
surrounded by hundreds of  the Enemy’s young women, he has 
started to like one of  ours. Our hunters have bagged many fawns like 
this before (they far outnumber the men), but you, Globdrop, have 
lured a buck. My mouth waters. 

Flirt into the Dirt 

Globdrop, get him to “fall for her” and they shall both fall to us. 
Unlike their delightful romance movies, his kiss cannot rouse her 
from her sleep. In real life, kissing corpses causes Prince Charming to 
become one. The Enemy told them to leave the dead to date the 
dead. He told them not to be bonded with one of  ours. We are less 
intolerant. Let them hold hands together, fall in love, and stare deeply 
into each other’s eyes as we slowly lower the coffin. 

Now, to avoid making another dreadful mistake, follow my 
instructions to the letter. 

The first thing to do in this matter is to lure him in with her lostness. Few 
things rouse the evangelistic zeal in the youthful vermin like romantic 
interest. Do not despise this outright. Here — and only here — allow 
your man to care about her soul. “Flirt to convert” they call it. It 
works out brilliantly. He justifies enmeshing his heart to hers and 
crossing the Enemy’s boundaries because he means to save her. Allow 
this Noah to jump from his ark to rescue the girl. Most who go 
overboard never return. 

As the relationship ripens and our game gets fat, you will have a new 
task: Convince him that she is nearly a believer. By not sleeping around, 
cussing, or getting drunk on the weekends, we can pass her off  as 
practically the Enemy’s. Always just a few more inches to go. 

To keep up this lie, you will need to embalm her. Color her cheeks 
with kindness. Groom her with worldly goodness. Animate her with 
familial affection. Make her look so close to living that she seems but 
one church attendance, one Bible study, one more deep, heart-
entangling conversation away from finally stumbling into the Enemy’s 
arms. Make her “so close he can feel it.” We have but to hide the toe-
tag. 
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Their Love Can Overcome 

By this time, he will be more ready to listen to reason. Tell him that 
godliness is important — just not essential. 

I know, I know, I border on blasphemy with this point. Tell him 
godliness is important? Yes, dear nephew, yes. It is a vile thing to tell him. 
But, remember, we must concede worms to catch fish. If  we began 
with the real truth of  the matter, he would never bite. Tell him 
godliness in a spouse is important. Tell him — all things considered 
— it is even to be desired. But while you gnaw your tongue while 
whispering such abominations, never let him conclude (with the 
Enemy) that it is a nonnegotiable. That is the point. 

Hide the countless examples of  us ruining their forefathers through 
spouses who worshiped foreign gods. Hide the plain instruction that 
he must only “marry in the Lord.” Obscure their General’s reasoning: 
What does dark have to do with light? Our Father with theirs? The 
Enemy’s son or daughter with one of  ours? 

Tell him, should he happen upon it, that such black-and-white 
thinking is outdated — it is the twenty-first century, after all. No one 
believes the world is flat and no one should believe that religious 
difference should determine whom someone loves. They can coexist. 

Besides, she isn’t against his faith — she said so herself. She admitted 
that the Christian religion has some good teachings — see, she is 
open-minded. She even agreed to go to church on occasion. She isn’t 
dangerous to his faith. Besides, their love can overcome anything. As you 
tell him these things, nephew, beware not to give yourself  away with 
laughter. 

Final Touches 

The older your man gets, the more susceptible he becomes. He is 
lonely. He has given more best-man speeches than Churchill during 
wartime. It’s his turn. He has held up his part of  the bargain: He has 
not been sleeping around, partying too hard, or indulging in much 
pornography. But remind him what it has gotten him: lonely Friday 
nights. What has the Enemy to say for himself ? He is finally discovering 
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what our Father did so long ago: the Enemy over-promises and 
under-delivers. 

He is drawing so near, nephew, I begin to smell him. At this crucial 
time, you must not let others interfere. Isolation, nephew, isolation. 
Leave him no one to defend him from himself. Whisper that others 
just won’t understand. They don’t know her like he does. Oh, and 
discredit the advice of  most of  the men in his life who discourage 
the relationship, because (easy for them to say) they are married. 

When alone, even their strongest can fall — Samson and David 
defeated armies, but not eyelashes. Your trap shall catch this pigeon 
just as it did those eagles. 

Your hungry and expectant uncle, 

Wormwood
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